
March  / April 2019 Edition

Harvey George is recognized 
in April's issue of Pacific 
Yachting 

Showcased in this month's publication of Pacific Yachting is 
our very own Harvey George. Harvey is greatly known for his 
fabulous hand-carved fishing boats displayed in the end 
Pavilion.  Harvey visits the Centre at least three times a week 
to check in on his boats and take in the pleasures of 
Cowichan Bay.  
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Raffle Boat at 
Brentwood College 
Regatta April 26 - 28 

Our Annual Boat Raffle will kick 
off this coming weekend at the 
Brentwood College grounds. 
Tickets are 5 for $20 or 1 for 
$5.  

Gaffer's Race       
May 18 & 19 2019 

Come get a front row seat and 
cheer on the gaffer's as they 
set the stage for an amazing 
race across Cowichan Bay.

34th Annual 
Wooden Boat 
Festival   July 6 & 7 

Save the date. Currently 
accepting wooden boat 
registrants. Join us for a fun-
filled event,  salmon bbq 
dinner, chowder contest, 
pancake breakfast, seagull 
races, kids boat building, live 
music and more.                       

SOUNDINGS 
Official Newsletter of the Cowichan Wooden Boat Society 
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Shop Talk !
Spring has sprung. In March we had four Spring Break camps visit for a tour of the Centre as well as 
boatbuilding. Our children's boatbuilding booth has been very busy with kids on  school break. We went 
through over two hundred boats over Spring Break alone. Thank you to Victoria Truss and Western Forest 
Products for continuing to donate cut-off 's for our boat booth. Our children's boat kits have also been a 
popular item. Visitors from afar can pick these up and bring them home for their children, grandchildren, 
etc. For a low cost of $5.99 these kits make a great gift that keeps on giving.

Another women's woodworking course took place in March and was a great success with a full class. This 
time they made large wooden chest. Keep your eye on our website for the next Women's Woodworking 
course.

Cowichan Bay Clean Up Day took place April 1st with a great turnout. Volunteers met outside True Grain 
Bakery at 8:00 am and worked  until noon.
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Women's Woodworking Visitors from afar

Cowichan Bay Clean Up Day Volunteers Annual Marine Garage Sale
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34th Annual Wooden Boat Festival
We are now accepting wooden boat registrants for the show. The registration fee is $50. Please 
visit classicboats.org for more information.

Follow the links below to see video coverage of last year's festival. 

Wooden Boat Festival clip 

Seagull Races 2019 clip 
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http://classicboats.org
https://youtu.be/Xc4ZvUe98HQ
https://youtu.be/iMDG7dZo-zg
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Tony Owen's Tip of the month
Tony is a great assest here at the Cowichan Bay Maritime Centre. No matter what day it is there 
is always a visitor looking for Tony's advice, opinion, and knowledge. If it has something to do 
with a seagull engine look, no further - Tony is your guy. That being said, this addition of Tony 
Owen's Tip of the Month page is a must.  Click here for this month's tip.
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https://youtu.be/-S5uXaYx5-M
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The Covey Heritage Ways 
The Ways is very busy already. The schedule is booked solid for April and most of May. If you are looking to 
have your boat hauled this season please book now to secure your spot. Weather has been great for our 
customers and it's only going to improve. Haul out fee $275. 

Tony's magic spray erasing bleeders Paul Miller & Jamie Orr installing a thru hull

"Tide has no mercy" 3am haul-out
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What's happening along the Pier?
Soon to be revealed, this addition by our  Associate Executive Director Tony Owen, will prove to be a 
favourite feature on the pier. 

Ready, set, play... 

Let the adventure begin with our soon to be opened 
Sea Captain children's interactive display.  A nautical 
themed spot where young adventurer’s can take the 
wheel of a magical ship. Young sailors can get their 
hands on actual ship wheels, radio and radar 
apparatus; real gear that has been removed from 
vessels that once plied our Pacific coastline. Use an 
old time speaking tube or voice pipe. These 
speaking tubes served to transmit reports from look- 
outs to the bridge, or to steering positions and 
engine room. Try your hand at tying maritime knots 
on the new knot tying station. Listen to the crackle of 
VHF radio transmissions from the coast guard to 
ferries making their way to Vancouver Island. 

The all-time favourite children’s boat building area is 
still as active and will be sporting a new face lift. Just 
opposite the soon to be opened children’s Ships 
Bridge is the ever popular pulley system. Young 
sailors can experiment with different pulley 
combinations.  By Tony Owen 

In January of 2003 a group of breast cancer 
survivors and their family and friends who 
supported them decided that Breast Cancer 
Awareness should be more actively promoted in 
the Cowichan Valley. The Dragon Divas were 
formed and the energetic group of women took 
the Valley by storm by forming the first Dragon 
Boat team in the area. 

The Dragon Divas actively fund raised and by 
May 2004  were able to buy their own dragon 
boat. Cowichan Bay, became the permanent 
“home” of the boat as it is moored at the 
Cowichan Bay Maritime Centre. They paddle their 
hearts out every Monday & Thursday at 6pm. The 
Diva's are always welcoming new members. 
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President's Report
The forecast of last month was hinting at the change, and now it has really become promising. Warmer 
weather, lets get outside and do things.  Boaters are beginning to breakout the tools and paint to do battle 
with boat maintenance. The Centre is no different. The slipways is busy, and as a sign of spring, we had our  
annual garage sale with a good turnout and equally good sales numbers despite the rainy weather. Just a 
quick sprint to the pods for  books or large tools, nothing a seasoned boater minds.  Many thanks are 
extended to Mel, Tony, Paul, Judy, Lin, Ken, Carmel and Dave. Sorry if I have missed anyone. And thank you 
to the donors who brought us enough stuff to fill the room. 

Speaking of jobs; Contact Mel, at the desk to be put onto a list for jobs that need a volunteer. There is a lot 
of work to be done before the boat festival.   

We have begun to set out the tasks involved to replace the foreshore patio.  Many supplementary tasks have 
to be completed before we actually set lumber and pound nails but it is coming.  

Quietly, George Karras has taken some time to provide additional work space outside under the overhang 
on the North face of the building. Thank you George, it is a wonderful work bench and will have a couple of 
vises attached for those jobs that are too cumbersome to get done.  

Later next month (May) there will be the Gaffer's Race, May 18 -19 and I wish them all, fair winds. 

Ion Barnes 
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